NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH COUNCIL
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Monday, 11 June 2018

PRESENT: Councillor Patel (Chair); Councillor Oldham (Deputy Chair); Councillors
Bottwood, Kilbride and B Markham; K Holland (Co-Optee — Independent); R
Rumsey (Co-Optee — Independent); Parish Councillor L Hook (Co-Optee)
and Parish Councillor D Lewis (Co-Optee)

1. APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Cathrine Russell, Councillor Les
Marriott and Councillor Terrie Eales.

2. MINUTES

The minutes of the meeting held on 19 March 2018 were signed by the Chair as a true and
accurate record.

3. DEPUTATIONS / PUBLIC ADDRESSES
There were none.

4. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST

Councillor Alan Bottwood and Councillor Suresh Patel declared interests in their capacity as
Parish Councillors in agenda item 5.

5. CODE OF CONDUCT ARRANGEMENTS COMPLAINTS

The Standards Committee received a report detailing statistics in relation to Code of
Conduct Arrangements complaints.

The Standards Committee discussed the complaints listed.

In relation to a query regarding the recommendation of an Investigator from a Code of
Conduct complaint; the Committee was advised that the Code would be looked at and
should it need to be altered it would be brought to both the Standards Committee and the
Constitution Review Working Party for consideration.

The Committee was further advised that the Solicitor on behalf of the Monitoring Officer in
consultation with the Independent Person has undertaken an initial assessment for the two
complaints regarding a Borough Councillor; determination was for there to be an alternative
form of resolution. Further update in due course.

The process regarding complaints was explained, detailing why, on occasions it can take
some time for there to be an outcome following an investigation.

RESOLVED: That:

(1) The statistical data in relation to the number of complaints received and dealt with is
noted.

(2)  Statistical data in relation to the number of complaints received and dealt with is
presented to the Committee at each meeting.



6. REGISTER OF GIFTS AND HOSPITALITY
The Standards Committee received a verbal update regarding the process for Register of
Gifts and Hospitality. The process and guidance was referred to.

RESOLVED: That the update is noted.

8. MATTERS OF URGENCY WHICH BY REASON OF SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES
THE CHAIR IS OF THE OPINION SHOULD BE CONSIDERED

There were none.

At this point, the Chair advised that as Councillor Zoe Smith was no longer a member of the
Committee there was a need to review the membership of the Standards Working Group
(Work Plan). The membership for 2017-2018 comprised: Councillors Patel, Oldham, B
Markham and Smith. He asked for the Committee to nominate a Councillor to replace
Councillor Smith on the Working Group.

Councillors were advised to contact the Scrutiny Officer should they want to be a member of
this Working Group.

The meeting concluded at 5:10 pm
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