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NORTHAMPTON BOROUGH COUNCIL

Draft v 1
STANDARDS COMMITTEE

Communication Strategy — Ethical and Governance Matters

Introduction

The Standards Committee is responsible for promoti
standards of conduct by Members and co-opted

and maintaining high
of the Council; for

ember has breached
is established following

of Ethical and Governance Matters and the work of the
ittee, both internally and externally.

e To improve understanding amongst Councillors and Officers of the importance
of ethical and governance matters.

e To ensure Councillors, the public and key partners are aware of Northampton
Borough Council’s Code of Conduct.

e To explain to the public what the Council, and the Standards Committee, does
to ensure it is governing ethically.



3.2
3.3
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Vehicles for pub

Key Messages

The Standards Committee is an independent Advisory Committee for the Council
which helps to maintain and monitor the standards of public life in Northampton.

Standards of public life in Northampton borough are high.

To communicate clear and consistent key messages highlighting the Council’s
commitment to being an ethical organisation by ensuring that Councillors uphold
their responsibilities and conduct their business in an ethical manner.

To raise the profile of the role of the Standards Com
important contribution it makes to local community
ethical and governance matters.

and promote the
rcing the importance of

Key Information
Key information that is provided, includ

¢ Information regarding the role of th at the
Committee does not deal with

e The membership of the

e How to contact the Monito ividual want to submit a

Code of Cond
Audience
The audien
in the Borough of Northampton

rough Council

Vehicles for publicity include:
e Press releases
e Standards Committee webpage
e Council wide publicity, via the Intranet

e Residents’ newsletters



6.2  Specific information about the Committee, such as the process for complaints in
accordance with Northampton Borough Council’s Code of Conduct, are provided
on the Council’'s webpage.

6.3  The Work of the Committee is detailed with its annual Work Programme.
7 Review

71 The Councillor Communication Strategy — Ethical and Governance Matters will

be reviewed annually. &



